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Different Strokes for Different Folks 
In His infinite wisdom, God has created us all unique, with 
differing gifts and abilities.  At Christ Lutheran School we 
strive to embrace and cultivate these God-given strengths 
as our students learn. 
 
Artistic Impressions 
A poster contest that started out as an in-school alternative 
activity at the beginning of the school year because of the 
pandemic, has proven to become a great reflection of the 
creative and artistic talents with which God has blessed our 
students.  Each month they create a poster based on a 
theme.  The monthly themes thus far have been:  October-
Serve One Another In Love; November-Veterans’ Day;    
December-Christ’s Birth; and January-Winter                   
Wonderland.  The children work on their posters the month 
before they will be displayed.  Teachers then choose the 
poster they feel best reflects the theme from another    
classroom’s entries, without knowing the names of the 
artists.  The three students selected then choose an item 
from the school apparel inventory at school as their prize, 
along with a ribbon displayed with their poster in the      
hallway.  The December posters now displayed in the      
hallway will be included in the school’s recorded Christmas 
service. The creative effort put into each poster is            
impressive.  Visit the school hallway in January to view the 
Winter Wonderland-themed posters. 
 
APPly What You Learn 
Learning apps and “games” are great reinforcement         
activities of concepts learned in the classroom.  Through 
the CARES Act our school has received a little over 
$3,600.00 to accommodate the unusual school                  
environment that COVID-19 has created this year.  We are 
thankful to receive iPads, Chromebooks, and a charging 
station for Chromebooks.  The iPads and charging station 
should arrive soon.  Because of the demand for         
Chromebooks recently, it is likely that they will not arrive 
until spring. These items will give all of our students access 
to resources that enhance their learning at their level.   
 
 
 

It is Good to have an Ally 
Meeting our students’ learning needs where they are at 
and building from there is sometimes referred to as 
“scaffolding” in the education field.  Available as a        
downloadable app or online, the educational tool, Learning 
Ally, has recently been added as a scaffolding resource for 
our students.  Learning Ally offers access to over 3,000 
book titles, including textbooks.  As the selected books are 
listened to, the reader visually follows along with the     
highlighted words on the screen.  Hearing the correct      
pronunciation and meaning of unfamiliar words as they 
read, accelerates the comprehension of the                     
reader.  Learning can easily be tailored to each learner’s 
needs.  Regular use of this supplemental resource has  
proven to be a great method of building reading and      
comprehension skills.  Students and teachers alike are    
excited to implement Learning Ally to meet readers at their 
instructional levels.   
 
Christmas at CLS 
You can’t see the smiles behind the masks, but the           
individual interpretation of “Ugly Sweater Day” shines 
through.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check the “School News” tab at clseagleriver.org for the 
CLS Christmas Service. 
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This month feels like it has flown by with all the fun we have 

been having! The excitement of Christmas and snow is       

evident in our classroom. We've made Christmas crafts to 

help make the hallway look festive and mailed cards to the 

shut-ins  once again. Recently, we have been learning about 

symmetry as we build snowmen, decorate Christmas trees, 

and read lots and lots of snowflake stories. Both the           

kindergarteners and first graders have been learning about 

money at our Morning Meeting in Math, and with our class 

being behind in the Penny War. It is a true gift to be learning 

together at school.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December in our classroom brings many Christmas               

preparations including projects, decorations, gift making, and 

opportunities to serve one another in love. We recently     

finished listening to a fun fantasy book called The Magic 

Paintbrush. All students had fun visualizing a scene from each 

chapter and then drawing and coloring it. The finished          

products are in the school hallway. Counting money, writing 

and comparing fractions, and multiplying and dividing are 

math concepts students continue to learn about. We have 

enjoyed opening a new door each day from an Advent        

calendar which contains a Christmas manger scene. Soon it 

will be time to enjoy our Christmas break from school.       

Celebrating the birth of Jesus our Savior is also coming soon! 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

When am I ever going to use this?  Did you ever wonder that 
when you were going through school?  Regardless of the 
math level the students in the upper-grade room are at, all 
are learning concepts that will equip them in the real 
world.  Students are currently solving problems with            
estimation, fractions, decimals, percentages, and ratios in 
math class. Estimating is an efficient way of determining if 
you have enough money when purchasing items.  Fractions, 
decimals, and percentages help us when we are working on 
projects or figuring how much sales tax we need to pay.  If 
you keep track of sports statistics or you want to calculate 
your odds at winning in a competition, you need to              
understand ratios.  Every day’s math lesson includes math 
facts and problem-solving exercises.  Memorizing these facts 
and regularly using estimation, fractions, decimals,              
percentages, and ratios to solve problems helps students  
become proficient with these real world skills.  As the          
students record their times and scores on daily math facts, 
they have seen improvement.  The notable progress the    
students have already made in these math concepts this year 
reflects the hard work they consistently put in.  With the 
strides they have made, these students can be confident that 
they will be able to use what they are learning.  
 

Grades K-1 

Grades 2-4 

Grades 5-7 

Dates to Remember 

January 4  School Resumes 
 
 

January 14  CEA Meeting 
(Come help plan our upcoming Winter Carnival!) 
 
 

January 15  2nd Quarter Ends 


